[image: image1.jpg]Coalition to Protect

Florida's Drivers





PIP Message of the Day 

August 29, 2007 

Is Florida heading back to the high uninsured vehicle rates of the early 1990s?

In the early 1990s, Florida had a serious problem with uninsured vehicles.  By 1992, 31 percent of all the vehicles on our state’s roadways were uninsured, according to the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV).

But by 2005, Florida had successfully reduced that uninsured rate to just 4 percent. How? The rate was reduced through the collective efforts of state and local officials, and insurance companies to require and enforce that drivers carry basic minimum mandatory insurance coverage.

Now, if Governor Crist and the Florida Legislature allow the no-fault system to expire, it is extremely likely Florida’s uninsured vehicle rate will climb again. Why? 

First, drivers will no longer be required to carry any coverage that protects people – Personal Injury Protection. Second, while drivers will be required to carry insurance that protects property – Property Damage coverage – the state DHSMV says that enforcement of this requirement will be severely weakened.

In fact, the state highway safety department determined last week that even while Property Damage coverage will be required, police will no longer be able to ask to see a driver’s insurance card during routine traffic stops, insurers won’t be required to report policy cancellations, and the state won’t be able to suspend the licenses of uninsured drivers. This can only lead to more uninsured drivers.

It makes absolutely no sense that Florida would require drivers to carry mandatory coverage that protects property, but not people. And, it makes no sense that Florida would require Property Damage coverage, but not enforce it. Why would Florida drive back to the high, uninsured rates of the early 1990s? 

Governor Crist, Senate President Pruitt, House Speaker Rubio, please protect all Floridians by including PIP in the September Special Session.

